





Elected president in 
crisis year — Arthur 


Fleet. He was 
president, too, in 1972 
and was chairman for 
17 years. At the pre- 
sent he is ill in 
hospital, but he has 
said that he is willing 
to serve again. 


BACKERS BY 
JANUARY OR 
CURTAINS 


IT WILL BE neither a happy Christmas nor a bright New Year for High Wycombe 
and District Show Association unless, quickly, there are firm guarantees against the 
possibility of further financial loss if — and it’s a big IF — a show is held in 1977. 

At what was probably the longest and certainly the most crisis-ridden annual 
meeting of the association, held at the Irish Club on Thursday, members reluctantly 
but realistically decided ‘No show in 1977 unless guarantees are forthcoming, to the 
satisfaction of the general purposes and finance committee, by January 10.’ 


Members left the figure 
open-ended, though the 
retiring president, Mr R. J. 
Saunders, and the vice- 
chairman, Mr John Roberts, 
have both, with some sup- 

ort, indicated that it should 
e not less than £3,000. 

Unanimously, the meeting 
felt that the show, one of the 
finest of its kind in the 
country, bringing publicity to 
the town and district and ex- 
hibitors and visitors from far 
afield, deserved greater sup- 
port from industrial firms, 
traders and local 
organisations not only b 
way of guarantees against the 
possibility of loss if on a poor 
day the attendance slumped, 
but by way of donations and 
sponsorship. 

Said Mr Saunders: ‘There 
is no crock of gold at the end 
of the Wycombe Show rain- 
bow. The money has to be 
found.’ 

The show rarely makes a 
profit in monetary terms, but 
it has more often than not 
broken even. In recent years 
of inflationary costs cash in 
hand at the end of a show 
year has dwindled. It is now a 
meagre £483, 

Treasurer, Mr J. N. 
Cullen, stressed the danger 
in his annual report. ‘Look- 
ing to 1977’, he said. ‘the 
association must be concern- 
ed that its capital has now 


been reduced to £483 and, in * 


my view, this is inadequate to 
mount the next show, whic! 
in its present format cannot 
cost less than 
£13,000/£14,000 to stage. I 
would strongly recommend 
to the new committee, 
therefore, that guarantors be 
sought to a total of £3,000 for 
as matters stand, in the event 
of a financial disaster, the 
loss would fall on the officers 
of the association and upon 
the members of the general 
committee, 

‘It could be argued that 
such a disaster is unlikely but 
the possibility must be faced, 
and I would remind members 
that over the last seven years 
the show has made a profit in 
only two whereas for the five 
remaining years it has lost on 
average £402. To put it 
another way, capital in 1970 
amounted to £1,815 and this 
has now been reduced to 
£483". 

Poor show weather in 1976 
coupled with Wycombe 
Wanderers playing at home, 
cut the attendance to 13,892 


— a drop of 3,908 on the 
1975 figures. Gate and car 
park net receipts fell by £793 
to £5,369, the primary reason 
why the show finished with a 
net deficit of £427. Income 
from sponsors increased by 
£56 to £873 and Wycombe 
District Council made a 
grant of £650, a £150 increase 
over the previous year. 

Entry fees were down by 
only £12, surprising in view 
of the long drought, but 
membership fees declined 
slightly. Catalogue sales in- 
creased. The greatest in- 
crease in receipts was for 
trade stands, which brought 
in £3,235 — an increase of 
:£1,i05, atirioutable to Mrs 
Hazel Wightman, who work- 
ed extremely hard. 

On the expenditure side, 
said Mr Cullen, all items 
were carefully controlled 
with the result that overall 
costs increased by only £535 
to £12,769, 

In general discussion, it 
was agreed that a further 
cost-cutting exercise would 
have to be undertaken if the 
show went on, and fund- 
raising avenues explored. 

Though there were some 
misgivings, the meeting 
agreed to obtain tenders for a 
fair which would also be 
open on the evening prior to 
show day. 


The death 
knell? 


The general committee 
was also asked to explore the 
possibility of a two-day show 
to increase attenddnce 
revenue, but there were fears 
of the additional costs in- 
volved. 

Asked one member: ‘If 
there is no show in 1977 will 
this sound the death knell of 
the association?’ And the 
answer to that was that it 
would, unless that year was 
devoted to fund-raising for a 
rebirth of the show in 1978. 

The treasurer pointed out 
that there was basic expen- 
diture of some £2,800 a year, 
including office rental on a 
committed lease, secretary's 
salary and .such items as 
rates, electricity and 
cleaners’ wages. On atten- 
dance and opinion of the 
show, he said: “You can’t 
please everybody.’ But a 
National Car Park represen- 


tative had said that in his ex- 
perience the show was one of 
the best, and the admission 
charge on the low side. 

Mr Saunders stressed: ‘It 
will be no fun staging a show 
if some of us have to bear a 
loss out of our own pockets’, 
pointing out, too, that there 
were already indications of a 
ten to 12 per cent rise in 
costs of tenting, etc. At that 
moment they had found 
guarantors for about £900. 


An S.0.S. 
fund 


“Why don’t we start a Save 
the Show Fund?’ asked 
another member. ‘We want 
guarantors, but we also want 
small donations. There must 
be many a small gardener 
who likes the show and 
would send a donation of a 
pound or so.’ 

Meanwhile, approaches 
are to be made to other local 
councils, to traders and in- 
dustrialists for offers of sup- 
port. 

New show president is Mr 
Arthur Fleet, a show sup- 
porter for many years, who 
was president several years 
ago. He is at present ill in 
hospital but has expressed a 
willingness to serve again. 

Mr Mike Keeley was re- 
elected chairman, and Mr 
John Roberts vice-chairman, 
Also re-elected were the 
treasurer, the assistant 
treasurer, Mr Tim Large, 
and the hon. auditors 
Seymour Taylor & Co. 
Tribute was paid to all the of- 
ficers and officials for their 
sterling work. 

Messrs R. H. Andrews and 
C, Cunningham were re- 
elected to the general com- 
mittee, with the addition of 
Mr R. Smith, 

In her report on the 1976 
show the retiring general 
secretary, Mrs ightman, 
said there were 738 ex- 
hibitors and 441 members. 
There was an increased 
number of trade stands, and 
the Rural Crafts Association 
put on an exhibition. 
Another new innovation was 
a small exhibit of farm 
animals — but even the 
calves had to go home early 
as the weather was too cold 
for them outside. 

Inevitably, she warned, a 
major review of the show for- 
mat must be made. 
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All 
quiet, 
but not 
for 


Some of the crowd at 
the Wycombe 
Wanderers v Reading 
Cup-tie. All peaceful 
here. But there was 
trouble before and 
after the game. 





Cad 


yr he 


play at the parish 
church — starring 
Suzanne Jarvis, Adam 
Hildreth, Matthew 
Dowler and Helen 
Ayre. How sweet they 
look! 


A Risborough surgeon 
slams health service 


THE NATIONAL Health 
Service is riddled with 
frustration and bad 
management. The bitter 
diagnosis of the service and 
its inability to function in 
the patients interests came 
in a scathing attack by 
Princes Risborough sur- 
geon, Mr J. D. Cooper. 


Mr Cooper, a consultant 
at hospitals in Thame and 
Watlington is due to retire at 
the end of the year and this 
week he said he was “Jolly 
glad to be getting out.” 


Speaking at his home, En- 
niskillen House, Parkfield 
Road, Mr Cooper said there 
was a complete lack of com- 
mon sense in the NHS and 
there was no one at the top 
willing to take any respon- 
sibility. 

“Doctors’ morale is as low 
as it has ever been, and 
morale generally in the ser- 


vice is at a low ebb, Nurses 
hate the doctors and the 
porters hate the nurses, 


“The NHS has quite simp- 
ly outgrown its usefulness. 
There is nothing but cuts, 
cuts, and more cuts. The 
problem is the same 
throughout the country. It's 
a very sad picture,” 

Last week, claimed Mr 


By DAVID 


SANDERS 


Cooper, he was torced to 
send five patients on his 
operating list home because 
there were not enough sur- 
gical gloves to go round, 

“One of the patients had 
even had her pre-med in- 
jection in the ward when 1 
discovered the gloves hadn't 
been sent out by the central 
depot in Oxford — despite 
being ordered a week in ad- 
vance.” 








of dis- 
organisation — the lack of 
doctors and the lack of de- 
cent salaries all combined to 
bring about the malaise the 
NHS was suffering from, he 
said. 


This sort 


And he warned that the 
situation was getting worse 
and was siren rebounding 
on thousands of patients. 


“People are already hav- 
ing to wait up to three years 
just for an appointment to 
see a surgeon, who, if he 
decides to operate, has to 
put the patient on a long 
waiting list,“ said Mr 
Cooper. 

The only remedy if the 
NHS isn't to succumb to its 
sickness, said Mr Cooper, is 
a return to the two tier 
system of private and state 
financed treatment — a 
system the government are 
busily dismantling. 

Mr Cooper believes the 
majority of people can afford 
private treatment through 
medical insurance schemes 
and the only way many 
patients will get the 
operations they want without 
waiting for years is privately. 


Prestwood’s nativity r 





Bourne 


End 
woman 


killed 


MRS Cherry Joanne 
Gillette, aged about 35, of Ab- 
botsbrook, Bourne End, was 
found to be dead on arrival 
at Wexham Park Hospital on 
Friday morning following an 
accident in the Oxford road, 
Gerrards Cross, 

Hers was the only car in- 
volved — it had gone into a 
ditch and struck a tree at the 
junction of Heusden Way. 
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FOUR CHILDREN INJURED 


FOUR CHILDREN were in- 
jured when a Bedford Dor- 
mobile in which they were 
passengers crashed in 
Hillview Road, near the 
junction with Bowerdean 
Road, High Wycombe, on 
Thursday. = 

The four, Akba Rawan, 
aged nine, of Sussex Road, 
Ali Sufta, aged seven, of 
Adelaide Road, Mohammed 
Khali, aged ten, of Hillview 
Road, and Masud Shah, aged 
four, of Perth Road, were 
taken to Wycombe General 
Hospital. Their injuries were 


FIFTEEN PEOPLE were 
arrested as an outcome of 
scuffles before and after 
Wycombe Wanderers’ 
F.A. Cup game against 
Reading at Loakes Park 
on Saturday — and police 
this week issued an appeal 
for witnesses of a traffic in- 
cident in which two 
policemen were injured im- 
mediately after the match. 
Hundreds of sup- 
orters thronged Suffield 
oad and Quéen Alex- 


\ arndřá Road- asthe 8,000 


crowd spilled out im- 
mediately after the game 
— and many of them 
scattered in confusion as 
a car with policemen hang- 
ing on the sides, drove 
towards the town centre. 

Several pedestrians were 
said to have been slightly in- 
jured. 

One High Wycombe 
oliceman was taken to 
konaa for treatment to a 
foot. Another suffered in- 
juries to the hand but did not 
require hospital treatment, 

ater Wycombe police 
issued an appeal for an 
civilian witnesses of the inci- 
dent to contact them at 
Wycombe police station. 

Scuffles between groups of 
young rival supporters broke 
out about half-an-hour 
before the match started. 
Teenagers from Reading in- 
vaded about 100 Wycombe 
supporters on the terrace at 
the gasworks end of Loakes 
Park. 

Later they were chased 
into the stand. When the 
teams came out about three 
minutes before the start of 
the match, Reading sup- 
porters jumped onto the 
pitch to escape a gang of 
Wycombe supporters. 

Police officers broke up 
che fighting and several 
youths were manhandled out 
of the ground. One fought 
violently and escaped from a 
uniformed police officer who 
chased him through the 
stand. He was eventually 
caught and removed from 
the ground. 

After the incident an 
elderly man was led away by 
St John Ambulance Brigade 
officers. Several small 
children were frightened and 
some parents lifted their 
children over the fence onto 
the pitch for safety. 

Police officers dealt with 
several other scuffles during 
the ‘game and youths were 
removed from the ground 

After the match, uniform- 
ed police officers patrolled 
the Octagon and bus station 
areas. About 30 youths wear- 
ing Wanderers scarves 
marched through the town 
chanting. They were follow- 
ed into several stores by 
police. 

“I have been going to 
Loakes Park since 1952 and 
those were the worst scenes 
I've ever seen at a 
Wanderers’ match,” said Mr 
Alan Hutchinson, who was 
giving a commentary for the 
Wycombe Hospital Radio. 


described as ‘slight.’ 

‘Black ice’ on the roads, 
particularly in the early mor- 
nings, caused another 
succession of road accidents 
in the Wycombe area over 
the week-end, most of them 
involving only damage. 

Three cars were involved 
in one pile-up in London 
Road, on the Loudwater side 
of Hammersley Lane, on Fri- 
day morning. The driver of 
one of the cars, Mr Michael 
Hogan, of Cedar Avenue, 
Hazlemere, was injured and 
taken to Wycombe Hospital. 
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Next Week's 
Mid-week 


YOUR next Mid- 
week will be out 
lunch-time on 
Monday. Will ail 
advertisers and cor- 
respondents help b 
forwarding their 
copy by noon on 
Friday. 
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Brought 


home 
bacon 


BLEDLOW pig farmer 
Allan Tew has continued his 
winning streak at Smithfield 
Show this year by bringing 
home the bacon carcase 
championship. This was the 
first time Mr Tew, of Callow- 
down Farm, Bledlow, had 
won the bacon cham- 
pionship. He has had con- 
siderable success over the 
last three years in the pork 
sections at Smithfield, Last 
year he missed the pork car- 
case championship by just 
half a point, but before that 
had won the pork cham- 
pionship for two consecutive 
years, 


The gold 
bracelet 


THIEVES broke into a car 
parked at Wooburn Grange 
Country Club, Bourne End 
in the early hours of Fri- 
day morning by smashing a 
quarter-light window. They 
stole a gold bracelet and 
eight stereo cassette tapes 
belonging to Mr Peter 
Graham Wright, 22 
Springfield Park, Holyport. 


White lines 
on Moor 


Cookham Parish Council 
is to ask Bucks County 
Council to paint white lines 
at the side of the road across 
the Moor. A letter from 
Cookham resident Mrs. D. 
Ashwarden, pointed out that 
the road verges were in- 
distinct after dark and 
should be clearly marked. 


Another casualty on Fri- 
day was Stephen Grimshaw, 
of Cock Lane, Wycombe 
Marsh, who was injured and 
taken to hospital after a colli- 
sion involving a car driven by 
Mr Roy Gorrindge, of Wind- 
sor Road, Braywick, in 
Micklefield Road. 

Three cars were also in- 
volved in a crash in Queen's 
Square High Wycombe, on 
Saturday, when the only 
casualty was Christine Allen, 
of Bowerdean Road, High 
Wycombe, who was taken to 
Wycombe Hospital. 


THREE 
HURT 


THREE young people are 
detained in Wycombe 
General Hospital with 
serious injuries after they 
were in collision with a car 
on the Marlow-Lane End 
road on Saturday evening. A 
fourth person was also in- 
jured,: but allowedi to; go 
home ‘after treatment in the 
casualty department, 

The incident involved only 
one car being driven by Mr 
Robert Page, of 27 Park 
Lane, Beaconsfield, and it 
happened at about 8.45 pm 
about half-a-mile from 
Marlow towards Lane End. 

Of the four pedestrians 
who were injured Mr Peter 
Bowles of 102 Newfield 
Gardens, Marlow, was the 
most seriously injured. The 
hospital stated on Monday 
he was “comfortable”. 

Also detained and said to 
be in a satisfactory condition 
are Mr Andrew Blanch, of 20 
Seymour Court Road, 
Marlow, and Miss Jane 
Gilbert of 36 Pinkneys Road, 
Maidenhead. 

Miss Linda Newall, of 56 
Newtown Road, Marlow, 
was treated for her injuries 
and later released from the 
casualty unit. 
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County 


chopper 


to fall 
on jobs 


THE BOGEY of sackings, avoided for the last two 
years by Bucks County Council, became a reality this 
week after Government warnings on cuts and the bomb- 
shell news that Bucks could have lost over £4 million 
more in the Rate Support Grant than was at first 
thought. An immediate embargo on filling vacancies 


among staff was ordered 
Stevenson as soon as news 
cut reached him. 

And on Friday afternoon, 
Education Chief, Mr Roy 
Harding, met the teachers’ 
unions and ordered an im- 
mediate ban on all recruit- 
ment in their ranks for the 
next few weeks, 

The ban also includes non- 
teaching staff, although a 
spokesman for the education 
committee has said that if 
vital posts, such as that of 
school caretakers, become 
vacant, they will be filled. 
Otherwise, necessary work 
like the lighting and 
maintenance of school 
boilers would not be done 
and children would be un- 
able to attend school. 

The chairman of the 
County Council’s personnel 
sub-committee has set up a 
panel to carry out a full 
review of each department. 
All Chief Officers have been 
asked to produce informa- 
tion about numbers of staff 
and the work they do. And at 
Friday's meeting of the 
county policy and resources 
committee, Chief Executive 
Mr John Stevenson made 
the ominous point that in the 
current year, a reduction of 
5% in staff — achieved by 
not filling vacancies has 
saved the county £250,000, 

In- education, the worst-hit 
department for expenditure 
cuts, Councillor John 
Campbell was asked to 
prune £34 million off next 
year’s estimates. And with 
the education budget already 
pruned to the bone, further 
cuts can only be achieved by 
staff redundancies. 

Over £1.3 million of the 
£3.4 million total to be saved 
on education will come from 
an overall increase in the 
pupil-teacher ratio. Each 
10% of this — or 460 
teachers would involve a 
total saving of £1.3 million. 

In a statement which 
preceded the meeting, 
chairman of the committee 
Coun. John Routly warned 
that questions could arise of 
compulsory transfer, early 
retirement and redundan- 
cies, and he was sure council 
members would wish to 
tackle the problems “in a 
humane way.” 
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SPECIAL OFFER 
ASHBY FIRESIDE 


Ravenscroft Road 
Henley-on-Thames 
(04912 4799) 
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CHAIR 


by Parker Knoll 


A Chief Executive John 
of the possible £9.7 million, 


“Equally,” he said, “I 
hope that all members of 
staff will wish to co-operate 
on meoin what is a joint 
problem affecting the com- 
munity as a whole, and I am 
sure that council members 
will wish to take into account 
all suggestions by employees 
and their representatives, 
particularly with a view to 
making the fairest possible 
arrangements. 

“It would not be right to 
shrink from using the word 
‘redundancies’ because 
natural wastage will 
probably not produce the 
reductions we may have to 
face.” 


Rates 


If news that the loss is as 
great as £9.7 million is con- 
firmed, the inevitable rates 
rise for next year could ex- 
ceed the rumoured 20 to 25 
per cent, and the council 
would no longer be able to 
avoid redundancies in their 
own ranks. 

Before Friday's meeting 
ended, committee chairman 
offered the council a com- 
bined saving of £5.4 million 


on estimates by a drastic 
cutting of existing services 
and of projecte for next vear, 
alihough some of these may 
still be carried out if the 


money can be drained from 
other projects. 


The cuts had been 
suggested by Mr Stevenson 
after meetings of the coun- 
cils management team and 
chief officers. And he told 
members ‘*Whilst I have not 
attempted to total all the op- 
tions — some of the costings 
would require further detail- 
ed examination — it is clear 
that the reduction in real 
terms can be achieved if the 
options which the council 
are prepared to accept in- 
clude those which require 
significant reductions in 
manpower.” 

The cuts in estimates are: 
education — £3.4 million; 
highways, planning and tran- 
sportation — £1.1 million; 
public participation 
£181,740; social services — 

Continued on page 7 


for fine 


furniture 


Reduced from £48.06 to 


£38.50 
(in discontinued floral cover only) 


A classic fireside chair for 


which Parker 


Knoll are 


famous. 


Solid beech frame with 
Parker Knoll springs in the 
seat and back, graded to 
provide resilience and sup- 
port. Note the curve in the 
back to provide the correct 
lumbar support. 


High quality foam is used 
for the loose seat cushion 
and natural kapok for the 
back cushioning. 


Take advantage of this 
outstanding offer Now! 





